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Meet the Playwright

Catherine Trieschmann has demonstrated versatility in
playwriting and tackles several issues faced in everyday
America. Her works have receivegultaise and have been
produced in various parts of the world inding London,
Sydney, and Chicago. Her pleye Bridegroom of Blowing Rock
received the L. Arnold Weissberger Awatdher playswritten
by Trieschmanrinclude How the World Began, Hot Georgia
Sunday, Small angelfish Creaturesand The World of Others.

She has received other awards, such as the Otis Guermsy N
Voices Playwriting Awardnd was featured in The Best New
Playwrights of 2009. Her plays have often been preduby
0KS 22YSyQa tNR2SOG ¢KSF GSN
theater created by women.

Trieschamnn also writes for HowlRourath online siteRS a4 ONA 6 SR | & |
08 YR FT2NJ LIS2LX S gHerpubished SorksIBdiie? ddddys Yar@ S
severalblog posts in the seriedt  NEBYy GAy3 I YyRSQEt &8aRXEENY:
writing andtouch on topics such as her job of directing a Christmas Pageant, wishing he
children would love theater, and turning forty all from the perspective of having
professional experience in theater artsTo read some of her posts, Vvisit:
http://howlround.com/authors/catherinetrieschmann

The Bridegroom of Blowing Raekes place after the
Civil War and explores the friction between t
opposing sides living in the same town. The p
explores the wives whose husbands cetnome from
the war, some not entirely together, artatings in the
conflicting perspectives and ideals among ttveo
parties. Conflict increases when a Confedera |
Y20KSNRa o6fAyR 3IANI 0SSN
raider wth amazing storytelling abilities. =

How the World Beganfollows Susan, a science
teacher who begins teaching in a Kansas town that
hasfaced devastation from a tornado. When one of
her students takes offence at a remark about how life
began on Earth, antkeical battle of science and faith
and a debate on creationism and evoluti@msues.
Like Crooked there are underlying themes from
American classics likEhe Catcher in the Ryehich
shows how one act leads to a large dispute.



http://howlround.com/authors/catherine-trieschmann

About the Play

Crookeds a dramatic comedy that follows a spunky fourte€fi§
yearold Laney with a vivid imagination for writing her stories an

arrival in Oxford, Mississippi with her mother after leayiMadism,
Wisconsin. Laney has dystonia, a condition that causes one o
shoulders to draw up and give a slight hunchmetk quality.

At school she meets Maribel Purdy,believer in the powe
of Jesus and the ability to save Laney from high school troubl
strong friendship develops between Laney and Marilmkating
friction between Laney and her motheA combination of religion,™
teenagedrebellion, sexual awakening, and different types of love all come into play in
Crooked making it thoughprovoking ad incredibly engaging.

Original OffBroadway Production

Playwright Catherine Trieschmann
traveled in 2006 to witness theBritish
premiere run ofCrookedr & [ 2Y R2Y Q
Theatre. Two years laterCrooked was
LINEaSyidSR o6& (KS 22YS
Broadway Production, directed by Liz
Diamond The original cast included Cristin
Milioti as Laney, Carem M. Herlihy as
Maribel and Besy Aidem as Elise All
actresses were commended for their
LISNF 2N yOSAaT K26SOSNE | S - NI NJ-
memordf S & GKS LJXI&Qa Sihe?
OKI NI Ot SN a dahvdyiicheicheeffumdssS

If any of these names sound famlllar |t may be t

musical adaptatlon of the critially acclaimed filmOnce. £
2 KSYy aKS 02y 0AydzSR LISNF 2 NN Ak
Broadway, Milioti received a Tony Award nomination for §
Lead Actress in a Musical. Recently Milioti became mbre
recognizable after being cast as The Mother/Tracy}j
McConnellin the hit CBS sitcordlow | Met Your Mother s
premiering as the character at the end of season 8 and
becoming a regular during thanth and final season.
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Madison, Wisconsii, Oxford, Mississippi

ey >

Crookedbegins after Laney and her mother relocate from Néah, Wisconsin

when Elise works on divorcing her husbandk S LJ | @ aK2ga dza [ | fS¢
new high school, adding on to her story of experiencing adolescence and discoverin
KSNBSt T | SNBQa | 221 Aydz2 G§KS Odz {dzNT 1

Madison, Wisconsin dubbed
one of the best places to live in the

articles and magazines). A look ing@s
the culture gives us the Dane Coun
Cl NYSNRa al NJ S 3
vendors who sell fresh produce
meat, cheese, andtber products on
Saturday mornings in the summe
Wednesday eveningbave the free -
2 Aa02yaAry [ KIYOSNI hNOKSaGNI
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orchestra holds 29 coects throughout the year, includingnasterworks concerts, youth
concerts, and holiday concert§.he music scene has also encompassed independent
NREO] FINIAadazr OGKNAGAY3I GKNRAZAK FHeled?y
Taste of the Midwest craft beer festival is held the second Saturday in August and sell
ot AO1Sta SAGKAY Yy K2dzNJ 2F 3I2Ay3 2y alfg S
major events.
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Now going fromMadison,d 2y S 2F (GKS o6Sad L} I OSa
Oxford Mississippi.-

here, but if anything
immediatdy positive comes
out of the idea of movingor
Laney it would likely be the
fact that Oxford isboth the
birthplace and favorite setting
of William Faulkner([ I Yy S& Q
favorite author). Faulkner set
KA&d &aK2NI &aidz2Ne
and novelsThe Hamlet, Té
Town and The Mansionin

- - Mississippi. Theshort story
was adapted ito a short film that was set in Oxford, Mississippi. His ndwvilder in
the Dustwas also adaptedto a film in 1949 anghot in Oxford.

The town itself has about 13,000 residentsost supporting the university and
artistic scenes with the museums. It alsas a strong literary scene compared to other
places of the nationSince literature is often a personal experience to a literary work,
AGQa YySOSNI NBIFfte asSy2 | @b dzty] yrS\ND aF 25NdvOn
celebrated in Oxford with two literary conferences each year (The Faulkner &
Yoknapatawpha Conference and the Oxford Conference for the Book) where there are
presentations of celebrated authors thattract many writers and publishers.

5 The Double Decker
Arts Festival is held each
spring, showcasing jazz, blues,
A and rock music and having
\ many booths set up along the
| downtown square. The Grove,
. a stretch of landscape othe
Ole Miss campus hosts many
of the football tailgates and
musical events during the
summer.

*Ole Miss was a major
component of the Oscawinning filmThe Blind Sidewvhich was based on a true story.
{FYRN} .dzft2071Qa OKIFNIOGSNI YR KSNJ Tl YA
and footbal-playerto-be to attend theUniversity of Mississippthe college that the
real NFL player Michael Oher attended.




Literary References in the Play
William Faulkner (189% 1962)

William Faulkner was an American writer whg
won the 1949 Nobel Prize in &itNJ { dzNB
powerful and artistically unique contribution tc

0KS Y2RSNY ! YSNAOI Y Yy 2
writing several novels, includinfhe Sound and

the Fury(1929)and As | Lay Dying1930) He

wrote also wroted K 2 NIi é G2 NASa w 2
foroYAfe@éds AONBSYyLX Il &3 Y R
play.

I f20 2F Cldz {ySNDa Y

1920sand into the beginning of World War I
Faulkner gained recognition in experiment
work on attention to diction andhythm, and
O2y G N &aid SR Kr®WhA ynimignalist
sentence structure and format with the use ¢
GadNBlIY 2F O2yaoOoAizdzaySaaszé ogNARGAYT Ay
grotesque forms of writing depending on the subject matter of a work. His work has
been categorized under litergrmodernismand Southern Renaissancalongside
authorssuch asTennessee Williams and Zora Neale Hurston.

O — L L LT A M The Sound and the Fumyas
TH[ SQUND NI ranked sixth on the 100 best
AND THE FURY 11 ' | Englisllanguage novels othe
WILIIAM FAULKNER o 7 mecseny oo A ;, y 20th century by the Modern
> g ey 08 [ brary in 1998As | Lay Dying
E also made the list, in addition
G2 CI dzf 1y Gghidia &
Augustand Absalom, Absalom!
In Crooked Laney claims that
both The Sound and the Fury
and As | Lay Dyingre on her
list for Best American Authors.
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Characters Referenced

Holden Caulfield fronCatcher in the Ry€1951)by J.D. Salinger

Holden is the teenagerotagonist and
narrator of thisnovel and has been a
icon for teenage rebellionand angst.
Many readerspossibly NP 2 L&H&as
well, identify with Holden through his
struggles and e way he expresses
discontent. | SQa O2y aAiRS$
most important characters of 20t
century American literature. He is criticg
of others and has a vivid interest in sex.
GO dzZf ¢ A& | YSYoNI
head during birth, which may sggst that
Holden as a character is blind to the ad
world, holding onto his innocence one
form of blindness

——
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Heathcliff fromWuthering Heightg1947)by Emily Bronté

An orphan broughto live at Wuthering Heights who

also falls deeply in love witMr. 9 I Ny a KI 6 Qa R
g Catherine. Uponhe death of Earnshaw, the patriarch of

‘T}JFQ” N ¢ the family, his son Hindley takes over and treats

Heathcliff like a servant, humiliating him and prompting

| SFGKOtAFTT G2 &4SS1T NB@Sy3acs

Is an exprssion of frustration because he madly in

love with Catherine Many traditional romance novel

heroes are dangerous, broodingnd distantat first but

grow to be loving and devoted. Unlike thdiché

| SFOKOEtATT R2SayQi NBTFERINY

frustration. Heathcliff has been seen as an archetype of
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passions destroydthK A Y&A St ¥ YR (K2&S5

dz:

C0KS a02NIdzZNBER NP Ylkegnuining K ! gINR



Atticus Finch fromTo Kill a Mockingbird1960) by Harper Lee

Atticus Finch is a lawyer ®flaycomb County, Alabama, and
TO KILL A the father of Jem and Scout Finch. His parenting style involves
/l/lockin Tbl'l'd treating his children as adults and providing honest answers to
é any question they have. He passes values to his kids through
oA this parenting style and ,
4 sets them upin a rightof
¥l passage/comingf-age in
SR early life Of all the adult
5 S characters, Atticus is least
infected by prejudice and
HARPER LEE has no problem with his
children being raised by a
black woman.Within Crooked @ KSNB Q&
to him when Elise makes a listmdtential new husbands.

Quentin Compson fronThe Sound and e
the Fury(1929)by William Faulkner || WILLIAM

Quentin is theeldest of the Compson children, and thg|
GONARIKG K2LISE 2F 0GKS &sla]Asie
college student), bubeginsto think too much onhis past
YR R2SayQid A0S Ay GKS |L
many interior thoughts, which leads him to be unable fg*
complete any tasksTo some degree he is a versionl_t-
Hamlet who gets bogged down with contemplation.
cares about women and becomewerprotective of his
AAa0SNE /I RReZ FAYRAY3 |
sense of desire for her and becomes obsessed with héx
virginity. Quentin may view her chastity as a positive apg’
hopeful sense of purity, causing him to feel a sense}@fiu«
failure when she violates loses her virginifys a way to ‘

protect Caddy from her father, Quentin lies and tells him that they committed incest.

But/  RR& NBa2SOGa (KA ySSR (2 6S aLINRPISOIPBR
vdzSYUAy [ 2YLlazy |t a2 | Adsadrh, MBsaloinfhe vetis 1 y NI
A0NHzZOGdzNBR a | ad2NB SAIGKAY | &aG2NRBX K S
father and grandfather about Thomas Sutpen, the focal character of the novel, and his

life before, during, and after the Civil War. Quentin, as a storytadays the tale to his

roommate at Harvard through flashbacks.




David Copperfieldrom David
Copperfield 850 by Charles Dickens

David is the narrator of the novel, telling his story as
an adult but embodies the persona of his younger
selves. His underahding of the world deepens as
the story progresses, and his initial innocence
contrasts withhis NE I RSNBE Q dzy RSN&
' world as he grows up. David is trusting and kind but
exhibits moments of cruelty. He can also display
great tenderness. As a yng man he is foolish and
romantic, but grows to be matureand wants a lover who will help him grow and
challenge him. He really matures once éxpresses his value of Agfe A O1 Foalsif R ¢
tranquility over anything else in life. He eventually becomes eaessful writer, very
similar to Charles Dickens, who may have used his background as influence an
inspiration.

David Copperfield and Mr. Micawber.

G1 dzO1 ¢ OheyAdverifule® of Tom Sawygr876)and
Adventures of Huckleberry FinNi885) by Mark Twain

Huckleberry Finn is therptagonist and
narrator of The Adventures of
Huckleberry FinnK S Q &hirtelen-year

old son in St. Petersburg, Missouri, a
town on the Mississippi River. An outcast
who comes from the lowest levels of
white society, he forced to survive on
wits, thoughts, intel B Sy OS® | SQ:
and influenced by others, especially his
FNASYR ¢2Y { I g& SN
being imaginative, dominating, and
taking on wild plans. Huck likes the quiet
life; Tom likes adventure. Huck likes
practicality, Tom is impulsive and
insensiive. Huck matures into a young
manz ¢ 2YQa 2dzad LX | &7

Huck is a coming of age character.

Huck as a narrator provides the reader with generally unbiased and
unembellished point of views. Huck does not seek to be the center of attenhdnisa
fairly simple, naive, and literal and just telling things how they are (in contrast to Tom
Sawyer who can embellish on many levels).
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| dzO joarey down the river allows him to
guestion things about society. By law he
understands that Jinis Miss Wai & 2 y Q& LINE LIS NI &
Fa | oflO1 atl @Sy odzi 1dz01 asSsSa GKIFG A
help Jim. The world as a whole is new to him and
he lives making rules in life. But he struggles with
the preconceptions set by society. His friendship
with Jim, who travels with Huck dowthe river
on a raft, is important enough for him to defy the
flrogod |1 SQa t2elf (G2 WAY YR NBTdzasSa G2 o

Abraham and IsaadzeligiousAllusion to the Old Testament/

Hebrew Bible
D2R (GSal0SR ! 0N} KI YQ32
to take his son Isaadyis only son, and
sacrifice  him in Moriah as a burnt
offering on a mountain (Genesis 22:2).
So Abraham took Isaac, two servants,
and a donkey on the journey and let the
rest wait as he brought Isaac up the
mountain. Isaac noticed there was no
lamb for sadfice, and Abraham then
bound his son ready for the sacrifice as
God had asked. Abraham took a knife
and held it up, and just before slaying
his son was stopped by the voice of an
angel, and subsequently was blessed for
not withholding his son and followgnhis
duties to God.
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