
Crooked: The Study Guide 

 



Meet the Playwright 
Catherine Trieschmann has demonstrated versatility in 

playwriting and tackles several issues faced in everyday 
America. Her works have received praise and have been 
produced in various parts of the world including London, 
Sydney, and Chicago. Her play The Bridegroom of Blowing Rock 
received the L. Arnold Weissberger Award. Other plays written 
by Trieschmann include How the World Began, Hot Georgia 
Sunday, Small and Selfish Creatures, and The World of Others. 
She has received other awards, such as the Otis Guerney New 
Voices Playwriting Award and was featured in The Best New 
Playwrights of 2009. Her plays have often been produced by 
ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ 
theater created by women. 

Trieschamnn also writes for HowlRound, an online site ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻƳƳƻƴǎ 
ōȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦέ Her published works include essays and 
several blog posts in the series άtŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦέ {ƘŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƘǳƳƻǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
writing and touch on topics such as her job of directing a Christmas Pageant, wishing her 
children would love theater, and turning forty ς all from the perspective of having 
professional experience in theater arts. To read some of her posts, visit: 
http://howlround.com/authors/catherine-trieschmann  
 

The Bridegroom of Blowing Rock takes place after the 
Civil War and explores the friction between the 
opposing sides living in the same town. The play 
explores the wives whose husbands come home from 
the war, some not entirely together, and brings in the 
conflicting perspectives and ideals among the two 
parties. Conflict increases when a Confederate 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ƎƛǊƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŜƴŀƳƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 
raider with amazing storytelling abilities. 

 

How the World Began follows Susan, a science 
teacher who begins teaching in a Kansas town that 
has faced devastation from a tornado. When one of 
her students takes offence at a remark about how life 
began on Earth, an ethical battle of science and faith 
and a debate on creationism and evolution ensues. 
Like Crooked, there are underlying themes from 
American classics like The Catcher in the Rye which 
shows how one act leads to a large dispute. 

http://howlround.com/authors/catherine-trieschmann


About the Play 
Crooked is a dramatic comedy that follows a spunky fourteen 

year-old Laney with a vivid imagination for writing her stories and is 
inspired by her favorite books and authors. The play begins with her 
arrival in Oxford, Mississippi with her mother after leaving Madison, 
Wisconsin. Laney has dystonia, a condition that causes one of her 
shoulders to draw up and give a slight hunched-back quality. 

At school she meets Maribel Purdy, a believer in the power 
of Jesus and the ability to save Laney from high school troubles. A 
strong friendship develops between Laney and Maribel, creating 
friction between Laney and her mother. A combination of religion, 
teenaged rebellion, sexual awakening, and different types of love all come into play in 
Crooked, making it thought-provoking and incredibly engaging.  

 

Original Off-Broadway Production 
Playwright Catherine Trieschmann 

traveled in 2006 to witness the British 
premiere run of Crooked ŀǘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ .ǳǎƘ 
Theatre. Two years later Crooked was 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ hŦŦ-
Broadway Production, directed by Liz 
Diamond. The original cast included Cristin 
Milioti as Laney, Carmen M. Herlihy as 
Maribel and Betsy Aidem as Elise. All 
actresses were commended for their 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ IŜǊƭƛƘȅΩǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ aŀǊƛōŜƭ ǿŀǎ 
memoraōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ the 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ conveying her cheerfulness.  

If any of these names sound familiar, it may be that 
of Cristin Milioti, who played the role of Girl in the staged 
musical adaptation of the critically acclaimed film Once. 
²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
Broadway, Milioti received a Tony Award nomination for 
Lead Actress in a Musical. Recently Milioti became more 
recognizable after being cast as The Mother/Tracy 
McConnell in the hit CBS sitcom How I Met Your Mother, 
premiering as the character at the end of season 8 and 
becoming a regular during the ninth and final season. 



Madison, Wisconsin Ą Oxford, Mississippi 

 

Crooked begins after Laney and her mother relocate from Madison, Wisconsin 
when Elise works on divorcing her husband. ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǎ [ŀƴŜȅΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
new high school, adding on to her story of experiencing adolescence and discovering 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ hȄŦƻǊŘΥ 

Madison, Wisconsin - dubbed 
one of the best places to live in the 
United States (according to many 
articles and magazines). A look into 
the culture gives us the Dane County 
CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ 
vendors who sell fresh produce, 
meat, cheese, and other products on 
Saturday mornings in the summer. 
Wednesday evenings have the free 
²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘƻƭΩǎ ƭŀǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ 
orchestra holds 29 concerts throughout the year, including masterworks concerts, youth 
concerts, and holiday concerts. The music scene has also encompassed independent 
ǊƻŎƪ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƭŀōŜƭǎΦ The Great 
Taste of the Midwest craft beer festival is held the second Saturday in August and sells 
out ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ƛƴ aŀȅΣ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 
major events. 



Now going from Madison, άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣέ ǘƻ 
Oxford, Mississippi... 

[ŀƴŜȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ 
here, but if anything 
immediately positive comes 
out of the idea of moving for 
Laney, it would likely be the 
fact that Oxford is both the 
birthplace and favorite setting 
of William Faulkner ([ŀƴŜȅΩǎ 
favorite author!). Faulkner set 
Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ά.ŀǊƴ .ǳǊƴƛƴƎέ 
and novels The Hamlet, The 
Town, and The Mansion in 
Mississippi. The short story 

was adapted into a short film that was set in Oxford, Mississippi. His novel Intruder in 
the Dust was also adapted into a film in 1949 and shot in Oxford.  

The town itself has about 13,000 residents, most supporting the university and 
artistic scenes with the museums. It also has a strong literary scene compared to other 
places of the nation. Since literature is often a personal experience to a literary work, 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ 
celebrated in Oxford with two literary conferences each year (The Faulkner & 
Yoknapatawpha Conference and the Oxford Conference for the Book) where there are 
presentations of celebrated authors that attract many writers and publishers.  

The Double Decker 
Arts Festival is held each 
spring, showcasing jazz, blues, 
and rock music and having 
many booths set up along the 
downtown square. The Grove, 
a stretch of landscape on the 
Ole Miss campus hosts many 
of the football tailgates and 
musical events during the 
summer. 

*Ole Miss was a major 
component of the Oscar-winning film The Blind Side, which was based on a true story. 
{ŀƴŘǊŀ .ǳƭƭƻŎƪΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hƘŜǊΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
and football-player-to-be to attend the University of Mississippi, the college that the 
real NFL player Michael Oher attended. 



Literary References in the Play 
 

William Faulkner (1897 ς 1962) 
William Faulkner was an American writer who 
won the 1949 Nobel Prize in LitŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ άƘƛǎ 
powerful and artistically unique contribution to 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƴƻǾŜƭΦέ IŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ 
writing several novels, including The Sound and 
the Fury (1929) and As I Lay Dying (1930). He 
wrote also wrote ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά! wƻǎŜ 
for 9ƳƛƭȅέΣ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǇƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǎŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ 
play.  
 
! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
1920s and into the beginning of World War II. 
Faulkner gained recognition in experimental 
work on attention to diction and rhythm, and 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ IŜƳƛƴƎǿŀȅΩǎ known minimalist 
sentence structure and format with the use of 
άǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣέ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǎǳōǘƭŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 
grotesque forms of writing depending on the subject matter of a work. His work has 
been categorized under literary modernism and Southern Renaissance, alongside 
authors such as Tennessee Williams and Zora Neale Hurston.  
 

The Sound and the Fury was 
ranked sixth on the 100 best 
English-language novels of the 
20th century by the Modern 
Library in 1998. As I Lay Dying 
also made the list, in addition 
ǘƻ CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ Light in 
August and Absalom, Absalom! 
In Crooked, Laney claims that 
both The Sound and the Fury 
and As I Lay Dying are on her 
list for Best American Authors. 
 



Characters Referenced 
 

Holden Caulfield from Catcher in the Rye (1951) by J.D. Salinger 
Holden is the teenage protagonist and 
narrator of this novel and has been an 
icon for teenage rebellion and angst. 
Many readers, possibly /ǊƻƻƪŜŘΩǎ Laney as 
well, identify with Holden through his 
struggles and the way he expresses 
discontent. IŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
most important characters of 20th 
century American literature. He is critical 
of others and has a vivid interest in sex. A 
άŎŀǳƭέ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōǊŀƴŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǘǳǎΩǎ 
head during birth, which may suggest that 
Holden as a character is blind to the adult 
world, holding onto his innocence ς one 
form of blindness  
 

 
 

Heathcliff from Wuthering Heights (1947) by Emily Brontë 
An orphan brought to live at Wuthering Heights who 
also falls deeply in love with Mr. 9ŀǊƴǎƘŀǿΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 
Catherine. Upon the death of Earnshaw, the patriarch of 
the family, his son Hindley takes over and treats 
Heathcliff like a servant, humiliating him and prompting 
IŜŀǘƘŎƭƛŦŦ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ IŜŀǘƘŎƭƛŦŦΩǎ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ 
is an expression of frustration because he is madly in 
love with Catherine. Many traditional romance novel 
heroes are dangerous, brooding, and distant at first but 
grow to be loving and devoted. Unlike this cliché, 
IŜŀǘƘŎƭƛŦŦ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ŀnd 
frustration. Heathcliff has been seen as an archetype of 
ǘƘŜ άǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ƘŜǊƻ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƭƭ-consuming 
passions destroy both ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳέ  

 
 



Atticus Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird (1960) by Harper Lee 
Atticus Finch is a lawyer of Maycomb County, Alabama, and 
the father of Jem and Scout Finch. His parenting style involves 
treating his children as adults and providing honest answers to 
any question they have. He passes values to his kids through 
this parenting style and 
sets them up in a right-of 
passage/coming-of-age in 
early life. Of all the adult 
characters, Atticus is least 
infected by prejudice and 
has no problem with his 
children being raised by a 

black woman. Within CrookedΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
to him when Elise makes a list of potential new husbands. 
 

Quentin Compson from The Sound and 
the Fury (1929) by William Faulkner 

Quentin is the eldest of the Compson children, and the 
άōǊƛƎƘǘ ƘƻǇŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ IŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘǎ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ όas a 
college student), but begins to think too much on his past 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ IŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƻ 
many interior thoughts, which leads him to be unable to 
complete any tasks. To some degree he is a version of 
Hamlet, who gets bogged down with contemplation. He 
cares about women and becomes overprotective of his 
ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ /ŀŘŘȅΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άǎŀǾŜέ ƘŜǊΦ IŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ 
sense of desire for her and becomes obsessed with her 
virginity. Quentin may view her chastity as a positive and 
hopeful sense of purity, causing him to feel a sense of 
failure when she violates loses her virginity. As a way to 
protect Caddy from her father, Quentin lies and tells him that they committed incest. 
But /ŀŘŘȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦέ 
vǳŜƴǘƛƴ /ƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ Absalom, Absalom! The novel is 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ vǳŜƴǘƛƴ ǊŜǘŜƭƭǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 
father and grandfather about Thomas Sutpen, the focal character of the novel, and his 
life before, during, and after the Civil War. Quentin, as a storyteller, relays the tale to his 
roommate at Harvard through flashbacks. 



David Copperfield from David 
Copperfield (1850) by Charles Dickens 
David is the narrator of the novel, telling his story as 
an adult but embodies the persona of his younger 
selves. His understanding of the world deepens as 
the story progresses, and his initial innocence 
contrasts with his ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world as he grows up. David is trusting and kind but 
exhibits moments of cruelty. He can also display 
great tenderness. As a young man he is foolish and 

romantic, but grows to be mature and wants a lover who will help him grow and 
challenge him. He really matures once he expresses his value of Agnes ²ƛŎƪŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ calm 
tranquility over anything else in life. He eventually becomes a successful writer, very 
similar to Charles Dickens, who may have used his background as influence and 
inspiration. 
 

άIǳŎƪέ Cƛƴƴ ŦǊƻƳ The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885) by Mark Twain 

Huckleberry Finn is the protagonist and 
narrator of The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn; ƘŜΩǎ ŀ thirteen-year-
old son in St. Petersburg, Missouri, a 
town on the Mississippi River. An outcast 
who comes from the lowest levels of 
white society, he forced to survive on 
wits, thoughts, intelliƎŜƴŎŜΦ IŜΩǎ ŀ ōƻȅ 
and influenced by others, especially his 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ¢ƻƳ {ŀǿȅŜǊΦ ¢ƻƳ ƛǎ IǳŎƪΩǎ ŦƻƛƭΣ 
being imaginative, dominating, and 
taking on wild plans. Huck likes the quiet 
life; Tom likes adventure. Huck likes 
practicality, Tom is impulsive and 
insensitive. Huck matures into a young 
manΣ ¢ƻƳΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ 

Huck is a coming of age character. 
Huck as a narrator provides the reader with generally unbiased and 

unembellished point of views. Huck does not seek to be the center of attention and is 
fairly simple, naive, and literal and just telling things how they are (in contrast to Tom 
Sawyer who can embellish on many levels). 



IǳŎƪΩǎ journey down the river allows him to 
question things about society. By law he 
understands that Jim is Miss WaǘǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
ŀǎ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƭŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ IǳŎƪ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
help Jim. The world as a whole is new to him and 
he lives making rules in life. But he struggles with 
the preconceptions set by society. His friendship 
with Jim, who travels with Huck down the river 
on a raft, is important enough for him to defy the 
ƭŀǿΦ IŜΩǎ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǘƻ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ƘƛƳΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Abraham and Isaac, Religious Allusion to the Old Testament/ 
Hebrew Bible 

DƻŘ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ 
to take his son Isaac, his only son, and 
sacrifice him in Moriah as a burnt 
offering on a mountain (Genesis 22:2). 
So Abraham took Isaac, two servants, 
and a donkey on the journey and let the 
rest wait as he brought Isaac up the 
mountain. Isaac noticed there was no 
lamb for sacrifice, and Abraham then 
bound his son ready for the sacrifice as 
God had asked. Abraham took a knife 
and held it up, and just before slaying 
his son was stopped by the voice of an 
angel, and subsequently was blessed for 
not withholding his son and following his 
duties to God.  

 

 
 


